
Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of 
Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret.  In
fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little
daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his
feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged
Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.

“First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not
right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”
“Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.”

Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left
your daughter.”

She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the
demon gone.

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to
the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some
people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk,
and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him.

After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers
into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. He
looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!”
(which means “Be opened!”). At this, the man’s ears were opened,
his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so,
the more they kept talking about it. People were overwhelmed with
amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

FAITH AND HEALING
 By Annelies Moeser

My idea of happiness does not include sleeping on an air
mattress in a school gym. And yet…

But first, what on earth was Jesus doing, hiding in a house in
Gentile territory?! Mark tells us Jesus went to the region of
Tyre, “entered a house and did not want anyone to know he
was there” (Mark 7:24). This is Waldo behavior; it isn’t what we
expect from Jesus! Mark’s gospel tells us upfront that Jesus
came to preach that the kingdom was near, to repent and
believe in the good news” (Mark 1:14). How was anyone to
hear his message if he avoids people? 

But Jesus is unable to keep his location a secret. It’s not that
the information leaks out, no, a woman “immediately” hears
about him and seeks him out. She comes and begs for her
daughter’s healing. Mark makes a big deal about her Gentile,
Syrophoenician origins. After Jesus declares all food to be
clean (Mark 7:19), you might expect to hear Jesus would
launch a mission to the Gentiles. But no, surprisingly, he insults
this desperate mother by comparing her family to dogs. It’s not
a cute metaphor; it’s a slur. But he fails to get her to leave. This
Gentile woman wittily turns the image of a street dog into that
of a pet dog who is fed from the family’s table with the
crumbs. 
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Is there a need or a ministry that you see looking for participants that you might

consider? Or a new ministry that is needed? 

Is there someone you’d like to ask to prayerfully consider working beside you? 

Jesus listens and takes in her words. In Matthew’s version of this story, he even goes further and recognizes what lies behind
those words by saying, “Woman, great is your faith!” (Matthew 15:28). In response to her words and the need she has
expressed, Jesus grants healing to her daughter. 

One possible approach to stewardship is to take stock of our spiritual gifts and our financial situation and to identify ways in
which to use those gifts and what we might give. Today’s gospel shows us another (reverse!) angle for discernment:
responding to the people and needs that come before us. I would never have ended up sleeping in that gym had not a
certain lay youth minister asked me to be a chaperone on a youth mission trip as they were in dire need of a female adult.
And yet, this invitation led to a deeply fulfilling opportunity to serve way outside what I thought I could do or offer. 

Questions for Reflection:
1.

2.
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