
Capernaum in search of Jesus. When they found him on
the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when
did you get here?” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you,
you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I
performed but because you ate the loaves and had your
fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.
For on him God the Father has placed his seal of
approval.”

Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works
God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to
believe in the one he has sent.” So they asked him, “What
sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?
What will you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from
heaven to eat.’

Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses
who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.”

“Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.”
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes
in me will never be thirsty.

IT'S COMPLICATED!
 By Dwight Burns

Greetings, Ascension!  Here’s something we all know… Life is full
of contradictions. And what’s one of the most glaring paradoxes
we face as Christians? It’s our relationship with money. We’re
taught, quite literally, it’s the root of evil. But, at the same time,
we can’t survive without it. (Queue that old O’Jays song — “For
the Love of Money”…)

So, we have a complicated relationship with money. And related
to that, what about work? In this week’s passage from John, Jesus
says we shouldn’t work for food that perishes, but instead, work
for the food that lasts for eternal life.

In other words, the focus of our work should be spiritual needs,
rather than immediate needs. How do we reconcile these
conflicts in our daily lives? Well, one simple answer is… love. We
work for love. We use our money for love.

Over 20 years ago, at St. James Episcopal in Austin, I heard a
moving, heartfelt sermon about expressing our love for others
through work and money. The man who gave the sermon was not
our priest. He was one of our parishioners, a University of Texas
economics professor named Steven Tomlinson. (Steven is
currently on faculty at the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest.)
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REFLECTION OF LOVE

Once the crowd realized that neither
Jesus nor his disciples were there, they
got into the boats and went to 



In what ways can you share a bit of yourself to support the happiness of others?

 How can Ascension continue to exemplify Jesus manifest in the church?

During that sermon, Steven carried us on an economic journey of the heart. He reminded us that when we work, we’re
sacrificing our precious time, energy, and focus on our jobs and careers. When we make money, it’s a virtual storehouse of
the blood, sweat, and tears we pour into our work. In a truly spiritual sense, when we spend our money to help others, we’re
sharing a deep part of ourselves, generated by our own toil and grit.
Yes, worshipping money is sinful. Becoming addicted to the accumulation of wealth and material things can make our
hearts barren and listless. 

By contrast, when we share the fruits of our labor—honestly earned—to support our family, our community, and our church,
it’s a true source of happiness. We’re sharing a bit of ourselves with the people and causes we love.

In John, Jesus says “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me will never be
thirsty.”

Today, Jesus is manifest in the church. We give of ourselves, so the church can fulfill that promise of Jesus. The church can
provide spiritual food through ministry and counseling. The church provides literal food, through our food pantry and other
direct services. And the church can also provide a voice of advocacy—to encourage our wider community and government
to ensure sufficient access to food and water to those in need.
 
So, yes, give to be spiritual… Give to make others happy and safe. It’s all about the love!

Questions for Reflection:
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